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TWO fixed-rate bonds paying 3.2pc
after tax (4pc before tax) for 18
months or 4pc.(5pc) for three years
go on'sale today.

The rates from Close Brothers are
the most attractive on the market
over these time periods.

Minimum investment is £10,000 and
your money is covered — up to'a
maximurm of £85,000 =— by the Finan-
cial Services’ Compensatmn Scheme.

Recent research by Close Savings
reveals demand for fixed-rate
accounts remains high, and millions
of savers plan to deposit cash in one
over the next 12 months.

The top one-year rate comes from
AA Bavings, where the deposit taker
is Halifax/Bank of Scotland (HBOS)
2t 2.72pc (34 pe):

The minimum investment is £1 and

the bond is runthrough the post. You -

can take your interest monthly at
2.88pc (3.4pc).

Birmingham Midshires, also part of:

HBOS, is paying 3.08pc (3.85p¢) for
two years on £1 or more.

You can also earn 5 pe on tax-free;
fixed-rate cash Isas forfive years with
Skipton BS:

Northern Rock, Marks & Spencer‘

Cheshire, Dunfermlinie and Saffron
BSall pay 3pc fixed for ayear.

The {op two-year cash Isa deals
come from Yorkshire BS, Santander
and Halifax; all'at 3.5pc.

On three-year deals, Chelsea fixed-
rate e-ISA at 4pc is among the best
payers, followed by Saga, where the
deposit taker is HBOS; at 3.75pc.
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